Concise Minutes - Business Committee: Procedural Work

Meeting Venue: Committee Room 1,
Senedd

Meeting date: Thursday, 13 November
2025

Meeting time: 09.32 - 10.58

Private, Hybrid

Attendance
Category Names
Elin Jones MS (Chair)
Members of the Paul Davies MS
Senedd: Heledd Fychan MS

Jane Hutt MS

Alun Davidson, Clerk
Committee Staff:
Steffan Lewis, Deputy Clerk

David Rees MS, Deputy Presiding Officer

Bethan Davies, Head of Chamber and Committee Service
Graeme Francis, Head of Chamber Secretariat and Clerk to
the Business Committee

Others in
Helen Finlayson, Clerk for Legislative Procedural Review
attendance:
Lisa Griffiths, Procedures Clerk
Catrin Davies, Welsh Government

Anthony Cooper, Welsh Labour

Jennifer Ramsay, Welsh Conservatives
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Francess Ifans, Plaid Cymru

1 Introductions, apologies and substitutions

Apologies were received from Jane Dodds MS.

2 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16 October 2025

The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed for publication.

3 Papers to note
3.1 Letter from the Chair of the Finance Committee to the Cabinet Secretary for
Finance and Welsh Language regarding the review of the budget process protocol

and supplementary budget procedures

Members noted the letter from the Finance Committee.

4  Parliamentary business in the Seventh Senedd

Members discussed the issues outlined in the paper, agreed to consult their groups,

and to provide feedback from their groups at a future meeting.

5 Parliamentary business in the Seventh Senedd

Members provided feedback following consultation with their groups on the issues

discussed at the meeting on 16 October.

In relation to Standing Order 11.10 (relating to the time-bandwidth for business) the
Committee agreed to recommend amending this Standing Order to delete all text after

“arrangements”.



The Committee agreed to propose deleting Standing Order 12.6 (i) (relating to the
requirement for plenary meetings to be usually held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and

start at 1:30pm).

These proposed changes to Standing Orders were agreed to maximise the flexibility
available to the Seventh Senedd when it comes to determining its parliamentary

business.

The Committee agreed not to:

e amend Standing Order 12.56 (ii) (relating to the period within which time must
be made available for each Welsh Minister and the Counsel General to answer

oral questions in plenary); or

e change the number of oral question selected for answer.

The Llywydd asked clerks to provide her with advice on the practicalities of potentially
removing spokespeople from the Oral Questions ballot; and introducing time limits on

Ministerial responses to questions.

The Llywydd agreed to consult the Business Committee again, should she consider
proposing any amendments to guidance following her consideration of advice from

clerks.

The Committee noted the importance of ensuring that training on effective scrutiny is

offered to Members at the start of the Seventh Senedd.



